QAGTC Meeting with Minister for Education and Training Hon Geoff Wilson MLA

1 July 2010
The Queensland Association for Gifted and Talented Children operates an information service across Queensland. Parents frequently contact QAGTC asking what to expect of schooling, which schools are suitable for gifted children and how best to ensure that their gifted children have extension and differentiation during their years at school.

It is useful to consider gifted education under three areas as a basis for discussion:
1. Context

There is a need for policy that recognises the contributions that gifted students can make to the Queensland economy and the Smart State agenda
Queensland history: third policy iteration with lack of accountability at all levels (see Freebody Report, 2001)
Policy is mandated, but not prioritised at the operational level. Given constant educational innovation eg national curricula, literacy, numeracy, difficult issues like gifted education become marginalised.

Reasons for lack of successful implementation of policy include lack of resources, support and coordination at the regional level and lack of leadership support at central office. There are no dedicated full-time staff in central office, in regions or in schools. Although there are gifted children in all schools and all classrooms, training is inconsistent and not compulsory.
QAGTC has played a pivotal role in each successive Qld policy development activity since the 1980s. QAGTC is a professional association which represents the interests of parents, provides workshops for gifted children and professional development for teachers and parents, and bridges practice and theory.

2. Strategies

Education Queensland Actions to date:
QAGTC has noted a recent resurgence in gifted education in Queensland schools. While there have been some successes and gains made since the first policy iteration in 1985, these are overshadowed by failures, including the current Action Plan, and well-founded programs such as GEMs. Substantial professional development and support has been provided to GEMs teachers. They have in many instances not been supported within their schools or have not taken a leadership role, presumably because of lack of recognition or value of the knowledge they have. QAGTC receives regular calls from parents to this effect.
Audit Tool: Differentiated Classroom Learning mentions students with learning difficulties but not differentiation for gifted students’ special learning needs.
Resourcing for gifted education is inadequate (in both human and material forms). State budget allocations do not reflect the high incidence of gifted children in schools (ie. 10%=100 000).
QAGTC responses (for all systems)
QAGTC identified and responded to the need for a mapping process to guide schools in their implementation of the current Action Plan, These Strategies and Indicators documents are now being completed in different formats for both Catholic Education and Independent Schools of Queensland. Regular audits of school effectiveness could encompass mapping of each school’s achievement against the levels delineated in the QAGTC materials, which were developed with the help of a small grant from Education Queensland.
QAGTC aims to assist schools to provide substance to their claims of achievement of defensible levels of gifted education provision. In the same way that past meetings with EQ personnel have led to collaborative efforts, with permission granted to use EQ Action Plan for Strategies and Indicators materials, it is anticipated that QAGTC future involvement will include membership of the Working Party to review current policy related to gifted education.
3. Outcomes

Accountability: As detailed in Freebody Report there is a lack of commitment to responding to action plans and strategies that go beyond superficial action. There is no evidence that dedicated funding is applied defensibly to gifted education or that regions and schools are accountable for their use of such dedicated funding.
Data gathering: A research and evaluation strategy would lead to policy based on evidence and accountability at all levels that aligns activities with best evidence.
Role of QAGTC in Queensland monitoring: While the department is responsible for its performance and the Minister for overseeing that performance, QAGTC can provide a valuable perspective to inform education systems and advise membership of the state of the art of gifted education. QAGTC therefore adopts a watching brief.
On behalf of the QAGTC membership we thank the Minister for his support for gifted children and for opening the state conference in Brisbane in March 2010. We would like to reiterate that, while QAGTC is an information conduit and a link to national and international areas, Management Committee has an Executive that is both advocate and activist.
We respectfully request that QAGTC be invited to contribute to all education developments that affect gifted students and to attend meetings within Education Queensland with relevant personnel at all levels to maintain the level of input of the community into those future developments that will affect the educational options available for gifted children across Queensland.
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